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The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to strive hard (in worship) during the 
last ten days of Ramadan in a way that he did not strive at any other times. 
[Muslim, 1175, from TV is hah] 
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Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be upon the 
Trustworthy Prophet Muhammad and upon all his family and companions. 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to strive hard (in worship) during the 
last ten days of Ramadan in a way that he did not strive at any other times. 
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[Muslim, 1175, from 'A'ishah] 

«o>j_c V.SV9 a^jjsj \J Lo <_)j>l3\JI jjkiifiJI ^svS -V-^jsj /xJL-us s«JLc qJJl ^sJL^ qill J9_cuj ol£» 

/xJLuJUO 0I3J 

Among the things he did were secluding himself in I'tikaf and seeking Laylat al- 
Qadr during this time. [Al-Bukhari, 1913; Muslim, 1169] 

«uLqjoj ^jo jj>ls\JI j-ijjszi I v_a5i-»-<?-i /jJLjjs q.».Lr. qJJl v _sOL^ qJJl J9J-UJ olS» 

In al-Sahihayn it is reported from the hadith of A'ishah that when the last ten 
days of Ramadan came, the Prophet (peace be upon him) would stay up at 
night, wake his family and gird his loins. [al-Bukhari, 1920; Muslim, 1174] 
Muslim added: he strove hard and girded his loins. 

«qJLo>l hsu\$ i cdLJ Lj>Is i OjjJjo jl^u jujjsz1\ J30 N /xJLjjs cuic qJJl v_sJL3 i_sy^JI ol5 » 

sSjbtJI olsj 

jjJjoJI Jukij3 Jl>3»!/)JLa-uuo <J)Lol3» 



Her phrase "girded his loins" is a metaphor for his preparing himself to worship 
and strive hard in worship, more than usual. It has the meaning of "rolling up 
one's sleeves" to worship (i.e. getting ready to make a great deal of effort). 

It was also said that it was a metaphor for keeping away from women and 
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abstaining from sexual relations. 

The phrase "stay up at night" means that he would stay awake, spending the 
night in prayer, etc. It was reported in another hadith that 'A'ishah said: "I never 
saw the Prophet (peace be upon him) recite the entire Quran in one night, or 
spend a whole night in prayer until the morning, or fast an entire month, except 
in Ramadan." [Sunan al-Nasa'i, 1641] 

«...\ > ^jjj />La \)$ < ^L^JI v_sv^-> pJLolS pJLJ yols \)$ < pJLJ i_svs <^S gIjjjJI l_>s «UJl i_suj ol pld \)$ 

i_sJLa-uuJI (jj-j-u 

The words "stay up at night" may mean that he spent most of the night in 
worship, or that he did not stay up for the entire night, but he did that at the 
times of 'Isha' and Suhur, and other times, in which case it would mean that he 
stayed up for most of the night. 

The phrase "and wake his family" means that he would wake his wives to pray 
qiyam. It is known that he (peace be upon him) used to wake his wives all year 
round, but he used to wake them to spend part of the night in qiyam. In Sahih 
al-Bukhari it is reported that the Prophet (peace be upon him) woke up one 
night and said, "Subhan Allah! What tribulations have come down tonight! What 
treasure has come down tonight! Who will wake up the dwellers of the 
apartments? There may be women who are clothed in this world and naked in 
the Hereafter." [al-Bukhari, 1074] 

« i qjjLftJ I (j-* 1 ^JjJ-II Jjjl 1-iLo < c UJl uL>-._..u : JUs , pJLJ ihi?-.-.-..ul yoJL-us q..JLr. qjj| V _ S JL3 ^sv+jJI ol 
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It was also reported in Sahih al-Bukhari that he (peace be upon him) used to 
wake 'A'ishah when he wanted to pray Witr. [al-Bukhari, 952] 

«jj$j. ul iljl lilfJ i <\jJj\j9 v _sJLc <i*Oj±ajo < OASlj Lils ^svJLaj /xJL-us culc qJJl v _sOLo s^-H-H ^^ 
Oj^lf) v_svJ-ldiijl» 
sSjbtJI olsj 

But when he woke his wives during the last ten nights of Ramadan, this was 
more persistent than at other times of the year. 

The fact that he (peace be upon him) did this indicates the importance he 
attached to worshipping his Lord and making the most of this special time. 

The Muslim should follow the example of the Prophet (peace be upon him) for 
he is the best example, and he should strive hard in worshipping Allah. He should 
not waste the hours of these days and nights. For we do not know, perhaps this 
time will never come again, for the spoiler of pleasures, i.e., death, which must 
come to all men, may come and snatch him and his life will end; then he will feel 
regret at the time when regret will be of no avail. 

Among the unique virtues of these special nights is that Laylat al-Qadr is among 
them. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 

"Ha-Mim. [These letters are one of the miracles of the Quran and none but Allah 
(Alone) knows their meanings]. (1) By the manifest Book (this Quran) that 
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makes things clear, (2) We sent it (this Quran) down on a blessed night [(i.e. 
night of Qadr, Surah No: 97) in the month of Ramadan,, the 9th month of the 
Islamic calendar]. Verily, We are ever warning [mankind that Our Torment will 
reach those who disbelieve in Our Oneness of Lordship and in Our Oneness of 
worship]. (3) Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainments. (4) 
Amran (i.e. a Command or this Quran or the Decree of every matter) from Us. 
Verily, We are ever sending (the Messengers), (5) (As) a Mercy from your Lord. 
Verily! He is the All-Hearer, the AII-Knower."[Ad-Dukhaan 44:1-6] 

{^>I JS 3'A l>*s (T) ^jlii) Lis: DVa^jU odlJ ^9 oLIJJjI \j\ (T) o-^l y^ls 0) /x> 

yOuiiUI gjjOo^JI §£> Pjj dJjj ,jjo ^o^-j (o) O^-^J-® Li^ Li| LiAJLC qjo \^Ja\ (£) p^Sj>} 

6-1 :ol>jJI 

Transliteration: Hameem (1) Waalkitabi almubeeni (2) Inna anzalnahu fee 
laylatin mubarakatin inna kunna munthireena (3) Feeha yufraqu kullu amrin 
hakeemin (4) Amran min AAindina inna kunna mursileena (5) Rahmatan min 
rabbika innahu huwa alssameeAAu alAAaleemu 

Allah sent down the Quran on this night which the Lord of the Worlds has 
described as blessed. It was reported from a group of the companions of the 
prophet (peace be upon him) Salaf - including Ibn Abbas, Qutadah, Sa'id ibn 
Jubayr, 'Ikrimah, Mujahid and others - that the night on which the Quran was sent 
down was Laylat al-Qadr. 

The phrase Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainments means, 
on that night the destiny of all creatures for the coming year is decreed. On that 
night it is written who will live, who will die, who will be saved, who will be 
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doomed, who will be destined for Paradise, who will be destined for Hell, who 
will be granted honor, who will be humiliated, where drought and famine will 
occur, and everything else that Allah wills in that year. 

What is meant by the idea that the destiny of all creatures is written on Laylat 
al-Qadr is - and Allah knows best - that on Laylat al-Qadr they are transferred 
from al-Lawh al-Mahfooz. Ibn Abbas said: "You may see a man furnishing his 
home or plowing his field, and he is one of those who are going to die," i.e., it 
has been decreed on Laylat al-Qadr that he is one of those who are going to die 
(in the coming year). And it was said that on this night, the destiny of people is 
shown to the angels. 

The meaning of "Qadr" is veneration or honor, i.e. it is a night that is venerated 
because of its special characteristics, and because the one who stays up during 
this night becomes a man of honor. And it was said that Qadr means 
constriction, in the sense that the knowledge of precisely when this night is, is 
hidden. Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad said: it was called Laylat al-Qadr because the earth is 
constricted by the great numbers of angels on that night, and Qadr means 
constriction. Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 
"But when He tries him, by straitening his means of life, he says: "My Lord has 
humiliated me!""[AI-Fajr 89:16], i.e., by constricting or reducing his provision. 

{,jjlfi>l s^vj Jyffi °&'}} glLr. j~va9 o\bJ Lb N Lol^ } 
16 :y*i}\ 

Transliteration: Waamma itha ma ibtalahu faqadara AAalayhi rizqahu fayaqoolu 
rabbee ahanani 
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And it was said that Qadr means Qadar, i.e., that on this night the decrees for 
the coming year are ordained, as Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 
"Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainments"[Ad-Dukhaan 
44:4] 

{/yjSs- y>\ J-S «-9>oj l4*# } 
4~:ol>jJI 

Transliteration: Feeha yufraqu kullu amrin hakeemin 

And because Allah's decrees are decided and written down on this night. 

So Allah has called it Laylat al-Qadr, because of its great value and high status 
with Allah, and because so many sins are forgiven and so many faults are 
concealed during this night. For it is the night of forgiveness, as it was reported 
in al-Sahihayn from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
"Whoever stays up during Laylat al-Qadr out of faith and in the hope of earning 
reward, all his previous sins will be forgiven." [Al-Bukhari, 1910; Muslim, 760] 



» 



«PjJi ,jjo /ijiiij Lo pJ jj-T- i LLuju^Is LiLcuj jJloJI pJLJ /As ,jjo 

Allah has given this night special characteristics which make it unique: 

It is the night on which the Quran was sent down, as we have stated above. Ibn 
Abbas and others said: "Allah sent down the Quran at one time from al-Lawh al- 
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Mahfooz to Bayt al-'Izzah in the first heaven, then it was revealed to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) in stages according to events over 
twenty-three years." [Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 4/529] 

Allah described it as being better than a thousand months, as He said 
(interpretation of the meaning): 

"The night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better than a thousand months (i.e. 
worshipping Allah in that night is better than worshipping Him a thousand 
months, (i.e. 83 years and 4 months)." [Al-Qadr 97:3] 

3:^1 

Transliteration: Laylatu alqadri khayrun min alfi shahrin 

Allah described it as being blessed, as He said (interpretation of the meaning): 
"We sent it (this Quran) down on a blessed night" [Ad-Dukhaan 44:3] 

{(jjjAJLo US UpoC^Ux) ailll ^svS oliljjl Li]} 

3 :ol>jJI 

Transliteration: Inna anzalnahu fee laylatin mubarakatin inna kunna munthireena 

On this night, the angels and the Spirit [al-Ruh] descend, "i.e., many angels 
descend of this night because it is so blessed, and the angels come down when 
Allah's blessing and mercy come down, just as they come down when Quran is 
recited, and they surround the circles of Zikr (gatherings where Allah is 
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remembered), and they beat their wings for the one who sincerely seeks 
knowledge, out of respect for him." [See Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 4/531] 

The Spirit [al-Ruh] is Jibril (peace be upon him) who is specifically mentioned in 
this manner as a sign of respect for him. 

This night is described as peace, i.e., it is safe, for the Shaytan cannot do any 
evil or cause any harm on this night, as Mujahid said. [See Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 
4/531] 

. On this night, many people are saved from punishment because of what they 
do to worship Allah, may He be glorified. 

"Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainments" [al-Dukhan 44:4 - 

interpretation of the meaning] 

"Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainments" [Ad-Dukhaan 

44:4] 

4~:ol>jJI 

Transliteration: Feeha yufraqu kullu amrin hakeemin 

i.e., the affairs of that year are dispatched from al-Lawh al-Mahfooz to the 
angels who record the decrees: who will live, who will die, what provision people 
will be given, what will happen until the end of that year, every matter of 
ordainments is decreed, and it cannot be altered or changed. [See Tafsir Ibn 
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Kathir, 4/137, 138] 

All of this is already known to Allah before it is even written down, but He makes 
known to the angels what is to happen, and commands them to do whatever 
they are enjoined to do. [Sharh Sahih Muslim li'l-Nawawi, 8/57] 

Allah forgives the previous sins of the one who stays up and prays during this 
night out of faith and in hope of earning the reward from Him. It was reported in 
the hadith of Abu Hurairah that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Whoever 
fasts the month of Ramadan out of faith and in the hope of earning reward, all 
his previous sins will be forgiven, and whoever stays up during Laylat al-Qadr out 
of faith and in the hope of earning reward, all his previous sins will be forgiven." 
[Agreed upon] 



«cuJi ,jjo /iJiiij Lo pJ jJtT. i LL-uu^-ls lilcuj jJl&JI pJLJ ja\3 ,jjo 



» 



The phrase "out of faith and in the hope of earning reward" means, believing in 
Allah's promise of reward for this, and seeking the reward, with no other aim or 
purpose, such as showing off etc." [Fath al-Bari, 4/251] 

Allah has revealed a surah concerning this night which will be recited until the 
Day of Resurrection, in which He mentions the honor and great value of this 
night. This is the surah in which He says (interpretation of the meaning): 

"Verily! We have sent it (this Quran) down in the night of Al-Qadr (Decree) (1) 
And what will make you know what the night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is? (2) The 
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night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better than a thousand months (i.e. worshipping 
Allah in that night is better than worshipping Him a thousand months, (i.e. 83 
years and 4 months). (3) Therein descend the angels and the Ruh [Jibrael 
(Gabriel)] by Allah's Permission with all Decrees, (4) Peace! (All that night, there 
is Peace and Goodness from Allah to His believing slaves) until the appearance 
of dawn." [Al-Qadr 97:1-5] 



(T) j4_2o ^aJI Jx> %± jaUI cdll (T) jAiJI cdll U> Jlpl lis 0) j^JI 5UJ ssvs alUjil l>] 
jAaJI {?.Lkio v_svli> v_s^ />^Ljuj (!) j_ol J^ qjo /a^Jj OiL Lp^S ^3>Jls <*5LALoJI } 
5-1 IjAiiJI 

Transliteration: Inna anzalnahu fee laylati alqadri (1) Wama adraka ma laylatu 
alqadri (2) Laylatu alqadri khayrun min alfi shahrin (3) Tanazzalu almalaikatu 
waalrroohu feeha biithni rabbihim min kulli amrin (4) Salamun hiya hatta matlaAAi 
alfajri 

The phrase; and what will make you know what the Night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is?, 
serves to draw attention to the importance and great significance of this night. 

The Night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better than a thousand months means, it is 
better than over eighty three years, as we have already mentioned. This is a 
great virtue, the value of which no one can fully understand except the Lord of 
the Worlds, may He be blessed and exalted. This encourages the Muslim to 
spend this night in prayer and to seek the Face of Allah by doing so. The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) used to seek this night, hoping to gain some good 
from it, and he is the example for this Ummah. 
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It is mustahabb to seek it during Ramadan, especially in the last ten nights of 
the month. It was reported in Sahih Muslim that Abu Sa'id al-Khudri said: the 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) did I'tikaf during the first ten days of 
Ramadan, then he did I'tikaf during the middle ten days in a Turkish tent [the 
word qubbah, translated here as "tent", refers to a tent or any circular structure] 
in which a mat was placed. He said: so he took the mat in his hand and put it at 
the side of the tent, then he raised his head to speak to the people, so they 
came closer to him. He said: "I did I'tikaf during the first ten days, seeking this 
night, then I did I'tikaf during the middle ten days. Then someone came to me 
and told me that it is in the last ten days, so whoever among you wants to do 
I'tikaf, let him do so." So the people did I'tikaf with him. He said: "I was shown 
an odd-numbered night, in the morning of which I was prostrating in mud and 
water". Then in the morning of the twenty-first, he got up to pray Subh and it 
was raining; the roof of the mosque leaked, and there was mud and water. He 
came out when he had finished praying, and there was mud and water on his 
forehead and nose. That was the morning of the twenty-first, one of the last ten 
days. [Sahih Muslim, 1167] 

« JgjuugXJI jjiisJI <Ji5LlcI pj .uLojO; ,jjo J^l j_*iisJI v.fl5»-»xl /xJL-u3 q.J.r. qJJl v _sJLa qJJl J5_ujj ol 

jjjasJI OLflSjLd joj .qJLJJI ojl& ijjuuojJI .J$\)\ j-ijjsii\ CjljSLlcI i_so!": JUs .ctuo I9J-XS .^LJI pJSs 

C C c c c 

"i-ft5jig-JL9 v-a5ggj ol joSjuo <-jl>I QjckS .jjs-ls^JI j_*iAiJI <^s Lpjl :v_sJ J-»-o-9 .ojjI jaii jQ-uj$y\ 

,jjo Qjy^ls "cLo3 (JjJo i_sv9 LpjLTej-jy^ Jj*_«jjI v_sOls tjJ$ c UjJ LpjLijI i_sOJs" : Jls .<*szjo ,__>juL«J I v.fl5»-»xl3 
.cLoJIs (j-.-h.ll Cj_y£u\3 .JlsuuuuoJI <J&$9 .cloouJI OjJaoJ .Q-yiJI ^jJj yols Jl93 njjj^kijLCs i_S_L>{ pJLJ 
i-SJo-j oJLJ ^s^fiJ lijs .cLoJIs Q-JaJI Lo^-iS qjjjl ^jgj3 cUjjjs-s iQ-y^JI 6\La qjo £ji) o^" £>^ 
jj>l9\JI j-a^asJI ,jjo ( jjj_^uJ3.» 
/xJLjujlo 0I3J 
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In a report, Abu Sa'id said: "It rained on the night of the twenty-first, and the 
roof of the mosque leaked over the place where the Messenger of Allah (peace 
be upon him) was praying. I looked at him, when he had finished praying Salat al- 
Subh, and his face was wet with mud and water." [Agreed upon] 

{...i £u-£lII 6\Lo ,jjo £jS o^--" £>-*^ ■ sIjoJIs Ch-^I Oj-^'ls . AauuuuoJI iJ&<)9 . sloouuJI OjJcuxS 
cLoJIs (Jj-WI Lo^j-9 c '-ajl ^SjS '^j-s^S ■■■} 
c uJLc J)J.ijci 

Muslim narrated a hadith from Abd-Allah ibn Unays that was similar to the hadith 
of Abu Sa'id, except that he said, "it rained on the night of the twenty-third." 
According to a hadith narrated by Ibn Abbas, the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
said: "Seek it in the last ten days of Ramadan, when there are nine days left, 
and seven days left, and five days left." [Narrated by al-Bukhari, 4/260] 

sSjbtJI olsj 

Laylat al-Qadr is in the last ten days of Ramadan, as stated in the hadith of Abu 
Sa'id quoted above, and as stated in the hadith of A'ishah, and in the hadith of 
Ibn 'Umar who said that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said "Seek Laylat al- 
Qadr in the last ten days of Ramadan." 

«uLox3j ,jjo >>ls^l j-aJulszJI (_sv9 j-X-aJI pJLJ \$jS*j» 
sSjbtJI olsj 
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[The hadith of 'A'ishah was narrated by al-Bukhari, 4/259; the hadith of Ibn 'Umar 
was narrated by Muslim, 2/823. This wording is that of the hadith of 'A'ishah] 

It is more likely to be one of the odd-numbered nights, because of the hadith 
of 'A'ishah who said that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: 
"Seek Laylat al-Qadr in the odd-numbered nights of the last ten nights." 
[Narrated by al-Bukhari, 4/259] 

«uLox3j (j-o >>ls^l j-*iiaJI o^ ' >*9^ s^ j-V-aJI pJLJ ls>> » 
sSjbtJI olsj 

We should seek it especially in the odd-numbered nights, i.e., on the twenty- 
first, the twenty-third, the twenty-fifth, the twenty-seventh and the twenty- 
ninth. It was reported in al-Sahihayn that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
"Seek it in the last ten nights, on the odd-numbered nights." [Narrated by al- 
Bukhari, 1912, see also, 1913. Also narrated by Muslim, 1167, see also 1165] 



«..._>J3 v_svS >>ls\JI j-jJulszJ I v_svS lfi>9juuuoJ-ll9... 



,» 



/xJL-uuo3 sSjbfcJI b\$j 



According to the hadith of Ibn Abbas, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
"Seek it in the last ten nights of Ramadan, when there are nine left, when there 
are seven left, when there are five left." [Narrated by al-Bukhari, 1917-1918] 






i_S^slu <iszj[ 
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So it is more likely to be one of the odd-numbered nights. 

In Sahih al-Bukhari it was narrated that 'Ubadah ibn al-Samit said: the Prophet 
(peace be upon him) came out to tell us when Laylat al-Qadr was, and two of 
the Muslims were arguing. He said: "I came out to tell you when Laylat al-Qadr 
was, and So and so and So and so were arguing, so it [the knowledge of when 
Laylat al-Qadr] was taken away from me. Perhaps this is better for you. So seek 
it on the ninth and the seventh and the fifth" [al-Bukhari, 1919], i.e., on the odd- 
numbered nights. 

« 1 jjjoJL-uuoJ I (j-o d\L>j v _s^\LiS i jJlcJI qJLJL ><-i*j £>> /sJLujs culc qjJl ^jJLo qjJl J9_»-uj ol 

ljjj> O9SJ ul ^j^j-ulCs i CjlS29j3 i u\lS3 u\ls v _s^\b PJJs ( jAiUI ^JLL joSjjj>\) Ol>jJ> v_sOJ : JLaS 
( jojuojsJl3 ^-ujjJ\^ §j_ajuJI i ^3 1&9juuuoJ_II < _/Ov5J» 
sSjbtJI olsj 

This hadith indicates how bad it is to argue and fight, especially with regard to 
matters of religion, and that this is a cause of goodness being taken away or 
concealed. 

Shaykh al-Islam ibn Taymiyah said: "But odd-numbers have to do with what is 
past [i.e., when one starts counting from the beginning of the month], so it 
should be sought on the twenty-first, the twenty-third, the twenty-seventh or 
the twenty-ninth; or it may be with regard to what is left, as the Prophet (peace 
be upon him) said: "when there are nine left, or seven left, or five left, or three 
left." 
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LuJ «_SvS i (_S^2-*J c lS2->Jjb i_SvS» 



On this basis, if the month has thirty days, these will be even-numbered nights, 
so on the twenty-second there will be nine days left, on the twenty-fourth there 
will be seven days left. This is how it was explained by Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri in 
the Sahih hadith, and this is how the Prophet (peace be upon him) prayed qiyam 
during this month. If this is the case, then the believer should seek it in all of 
the last ten days." 
[al-Fatawa, 25/284, 285] 

Laylat al-Qadr is more likely to be in the last seven days. Ibn 'Umar reported that 
a man among the companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) was shown 
Laytal al-Qadr in a dream, and that it was one of the last seven nights. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said: "It seems that your dreams 
agreed that it is one of the last seven nights, so whoever wants to seek it, let 
him seek it in the last seven nights." [Narrated by al-Bukhari, 1911; Muslim, 1165] 

« _>j=»- 1 3 \J I gj-JuoJI <^S .yoLxJI ^svS jJlcJI pJLJ \$j\ /xJL-u3 sJLc PjJl ^sJLa i^-H-" v^^l u-° ^L^J ul 

C C C iV UJ 

ulS (jjcxS . jjs-^l gj-j-uJI <^3 0U2I9J AS joS\j.$j i-Sjl '. jol-uj^ culc PJJl v_sJLa PJJl J9J-UJ JlaS . 
j^-ls^l gj-JudJI <_svS Lli>SlijJL9 i lpjjj*io» 
/xJLjujuo3 i-SjlitJI o\^j 

Muslim reported: "Seek it in the last ten nights, and if any of you are weak or 
unable to do that, then let him not miss the last seven." 
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EC C 

«v_sJ-C (JjJLsj \)S i ><tC si fiS^O-\ V-QJ?.^ Ol9 (j-J-fiJI PJLJ v_SV-i-2j) _>>l3\JI j-uJSii I ^svS Lq^9-»-u.o..J I 

^svSlgJI g r i_A-uJI» 

It is most likely to be on the night of the twenty-seventh. It was reported, in a 
hadith narrated by Ahmad from Ibn 'Umar, and a hadith narrated by Abu Dawud 
from Mu'awiyah, that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Laylat al-Qadr is 
the night of the twenty-seventh." [Musnad Ahmad and Sunan Abu Dawud, 1386] 



« 



(jjj_AijLC3 &»_«ju <jJLJ jJl&JI <*JLJ» 

c c 

The view that it is the night of the twenty-seventh is the opinion of most of the 
Sahabah and the majority of scholars, and Ubayy ibn Ka'b used to assert, 
without saying "inshaAllah", that it was the night of the twenty-seventh. Zurr ibn 
Hubaysh said: I said: What makes you say that, Abu'l-Mundhir? He said: by the 
signs of which the Messengers of Allah (peace be upon him) told us: that the 
sun rises that morning with no visible rays. [Narrated by Muslim 2/268] 

i_svS L^jIs . oLoxjj ^ Lpjl pic as «=u] Lot . ujuUI J5jj \J ol iljl ! qill pjoj>j : JUs . jJloJI <UJ 

O.Lp.3 . (JJjjuulCs S*-^ c 'J-jJ Igjl . ^juJuLjuuy \J v.fl-L"> fij . qjjjuulCs gj-«-u cdLJ Ipjls . jJ>ls\JI j_*lisdl 

cUJI v.sJLa pill J^jujj Ljjj>I ^sviJI S;^Ij 3! < «to\l5dlj : Jls ! jjuadl LI L V dJUi J^ c^s^u ssU : 
IpJ £,Ls2_iii \J i AJJ09J gJLLii Lpjl ,/oJLaJ3 q,».Lr.» 

/xJLjujlo 13 j 

Many marfu' ahadith were narrated which said that it was on this particular night. 
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The fact that it is usually the night of the twenty-seventh - and Allah knows best 
- does not mean that this is always the case. It could be the night of the 
twenty-first, as mentioned in the hadith of Abu Sa'id quoted above, or it could 
be the twenty-third, as mentioned in the report of Abd-Allah ibn Unays quoted 
above. According to a hadith narrated by Ibn Abbas, the Prophet (peace be 
upon him) said: "Seek it in the last ten days of Ramadan, when there are nine 
days left, and seven days left, and five days left." [Narrated by al-Bukhari, 4/260] 

«i i_S^ijJ AajLuJ v_SvS ' uS^-fi-S* ^i-ujlj v_sv9 i jJl&JI pJLJ i uLcbOj (JjO >>ls^l >JuULfiJI v_SvS Iq>9juUUCXjJ I 

sSjbtJI olsj 

Some of the scholars thought that it is more likely that Laylat al-Qadr moves and 
does not come on a specific night each year. Al-Nawawi said: "This is the 
apparent meaning because of the conflict between the Sahih ahadith on this 
matter, and there is no way to reconcile the ahadith apart from saying that 
Laylat al-Qadr moves." [al-Majmu', 6/450] 

Allah has concealed this night so that His slaves will strive to seek it, and will 
strive hard in worship, just as He has concealed the hour of jumu'ah, and so on. 

So the believer should strive hard during the days and nights of these ten days, 
seeking Laylat al-Qadr and following the example of our Prophet (peace be upon 
him) and he should strive in making du'a' and seeking to draw close to Allah. 

It was reported that A'ishah said: "I said, '0 Messenger of Allah, what do you 
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think, if I witness Laylat al-Qadr, what should I say?' He said: 'Say, Allah, You 
are Forgiving and Generous, and you love forgiveness, so forgive me.'" [Narrated 
by Imam Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi (3515) and Ibn Majah (3850). Its Isnad is Sahih] 

«9i£ db| /x^JUl i-sJ^ Jls L^ii J^l Lo jJlqJI pJLJ pJLJ ssl ouoJLc ol ouljl °iiJl J9-CUJ L 0JL9 

^sOLC tJLcls ftflaJI <-jlsli /xj>S» 

£ujs^3 OiL_«-uJ3 cLs-Lo (jjls sSJuojjJ^ Jucx^-I />Lo\JI &\$j 

A greater virtue is attached to I'tikaf on this night than on any other night of the 
year. I'tikaf means staying in the mosque to worship Allah, may He be exalted. 
The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to spend these ten days in I'tikaf, as 
stated in the hadith of Abu Sa'id quoted above. He spent the first ten days in 
I'tikaf, then the middle ten days, then he told them that he had been seeking 
Laylat al-Qadr, and that he had been shown that it was in the last ten days, and 
he said: "Whoever was doing I'tikaf with me, let him do I'tikaf for the last ten 
days." It was reported from A'ishah that the Prophet (peace be upon him) used 
to do I'tikaf during the last ten days of Ramadan until he passed away, then his 
wives did I'tikaf after him. [Agreed upon] 

«/xj i qJJl 0L99J v _sviJ> uLcbOj ,jjo >>ls^l >JkiAaJI v.fl5i-»-<?-) ulS /xJLjjs culc <=UJ I v _sJLo v-Sy^JI ol 
OA2j ,jjo e ^ = rl9jl «-aii-cl» 

There is also a similar report narrated from Ibn 'Umar. 

When the Prophet (peace be upon him) wanted to do I'tikaf, he would pray Fajr, 
then enter the place where he was to do I'tikaf, as was stated in Sahih Muslim 
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from the hadith of 'A'ishah. 

« QJ&Islo j3-i joj .>^aJI v _sJL^5 i v.aS»_».s>j ul iljl N < /xJLuus clJ-C ^1 v_S^^5 c UJl J9_uJj ul5...» 

The four imams and others (may Allah have mercy on them) said that he entered 
it before the sun set, and they interpreted the hadith as meaning that he 
entered his place of I'tikaf and kept away from people after Salat al-Subh, not 
that this was the time when he started his I'tikaf. [See Sharh Muslim li'l-Nawawi, 
8/68, 69; Fath al-Bari, 4/277] 

It is Sunnah for the person in I'tikaf to keep himself busy with worship, and it is 
forbidden for him to have intercourse or to do anything that leads to it, because 
Allah says (interpretation of the meaning): 

"And do not have sexual relations with them (your wives) while you are in I'tikaf 
(i.e. confining oneself in a mosque for prayers and invocations leaving the 
worldly activities) in the mosques" [Al-Baqarah 2:187] 

{...Jl>L*1juoJI i_sv9 Ofti&Lc joJj\$ o-&3 j-^i Ijj \J...} 

187 :6jJlJI 

Transliteration: wala tubashiroohunna waantum AAakifoona fee almasajidi 
And he should not go out of the mosque except in the case of a pressing need. 
The signs by which Laylat al-Qadr is known 
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The first sign: it was reported in Sahih Muslim from the hadith of Ubayy ibn Ka'b 
that the Prophet (peace be upon him) announced that one of its signs was that 
when the sun rose on the following morning, it had no (visible) rays. [Muslim, 
762] 

«...lfjj £l2_>Ju \) cLiQjJ I^jO^J O^kjuuO t^S ,jjUUOoiiLll glioij ul LpjjLol3» 
/xJLa-UUO O^j 

The second sign: it was reported from the hadith of Ibn 'Abbas narrated by Ibn 
Khuzaimah with a Sahih isnad, that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
"Laylat al-Qadr is a pleasant night, neither hot nor cold, and the following day 
the sun rises red and weak." [Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, 2912] 

Pjcxjjj* qjI oIsj 

The third sign: it was reported by al-Tabarani with a hasan isnad from the hadith 
of Wathilah ibn al-Asqa' that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Laylat al- 
Qadr is a bright night, neither hot nor cold, in which no meteors are seen." [See 
Majma' al-Zawa'id, 3/179; Musnad Ahmad] 

«\J 9 jj>. \J 9 lpj3 ijj \J qjj>Ljj qjL^L-u LaJoLcu IjjcxS Ip-iS ulS °c*L <USLa Ipjl jJlcJI pJLJ OjLoj oj 
U-ulJ ^j^ijuuuo £>i*J LgJLTtj-jy^ (jjuuoouuJI ul l^jjlol 0\$ Q-iu^j K _$Js> Ig-iS <*j y r S^ajJ. ul v-ji^gSJ J^*J 
Iqjlo £>»y ul oUoj-a^jJU Jjsj \Js jJlJI pJLJ jjoJUI JjLo £l2_jj LpJ» 
_\J|3 jJ I ^jo^pejo^ Juo^>l Juljujuo 
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These three Sahih ahadith explain the signs which indicate Laylat al-Qadr. 

It is not essential for the one who "catches" Laylat al-Qadr to know that he has 
"caught" it. The point is to strive hard and to be sincere in worship, whether or 
not one knows that one has "caught" it. It may be that some of those who do 
not know that may be better with Allah and higher in status than those who did 
know which night it was, because the former strove hard. We ask Allah to accept 
our fasting and our prayer at night, and to help us to remember Him and to 
thank Him and to worship Him properly. May Allah bless our Prophet Muhammad. 

Source: http://fastramadan.com/last_10_nights.php 
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